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here, we all™ar
JANET. No—
PALMER. Irdoesn®t
you in the city thar day?
JANET. Yes, but —

PALMER. See — you g¢

find of monster, Janer, Were

He'd be there for meetings every other week or so. I'd
said hello, nothing more. And then one day someone mentioned
his girlfriend. How she'd worked for Morgan Swanley, in the north
tower, had tried o call him, bur ...

The next rime 1 saw him, I couldn’t help ir, T just ... men-
tioned this. It was so stupid — I mean, I didn' know this guy at
all, really ... and then he asked if [ wanted to have coffee.

It was nice. He relked about her. How much he missed her. We
made a kind of regular date of it — coffee or a drink after work,
whenever he had business in the building. And it started to ger ...
a litle more personal. I mean, he knew I was engaged, I'd rold him
about Adam — bur he said he just really liked spending time with
me, and not since hed lost his girlfriend had he felr ... you know,

And then | had this thought. It jusc hit me one night: He made
her up. This loss. To get all this sympathy from people — from
women — and God, thar pissed me off — so I went online, to the
site, where the vicrims are listed ... and T looked up Elliot’s girlfriend

and she was there. She was I'Ioht' there. Just like hed told me.

her boyfncnd
were at a bar, in th¥s E
o just that much — but when he

finally did it: I was disgu Ng” | wanted to be sick. Because 7 had

NO feelings for this gu would never have given him the
fucking time of dg g¢ fact thar he krnew someone | ..
and now [ figefly e whod been there. (Pavse.)
PALMER#
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PALM (Doesit look np.) Good by me.
RAY. ThisNg doctumented, Janet.

JANET. Ic’s \ide a bag or something?
RAY. No. >

JANET. Some kimof protective sleeve?
RAY. No. Just lying there, all by its lonesomy
ADAM. What time?

RAY., Whar time?

ADAM. Yes. What time is it¥Qund?
RAY. Because — wait, lemme s8

it seems really weird —
ADAM. Ray —

RAY. (Overlapping.) — Burgics foun®ar FIVE M. — well, hey.

then it makes perfect sensg

if it’s found at, say, NOON,

¢ Pm_w_,: — 1 have neveRUNCOVERED the

RAY. 1dont KNO
EXACT TTME, al

v oL . a BT 2 - "

from. (Palmer methodica
it to Kay) Bullshit.
there when they found it? Palmer just stares at him. Sarcasticz) Musta
had some kind of clearance, huh?! — Musta been palling around

~with the boys from NSA and CSG and all the rest of these spools!

PALMER. I was alone.

RAY. Uh-huh.

PALMER. And I didn't have any gloves —

RAY. Sure. (Palmer [perhaps] uses rwo straws from atop the bar to
Hllustrate this ... )

PALMER. — But I had two pencils in my pocket. And [ used 'em
kind of like chopstcks —

RAY. Oh, did you now?

PALMER. (A fierce, quiet passion.) — To lift that passport up, out
of the rubble. I had it in my hand ... warm to the touch ... like 2
limb, lile part of a man. And ] open it ... and see a face ... a name

wve (Palmer slowly takes off bis cap, sets it on the bar)
JANET. Thar’s impossible —

A 82

W AD

RAY. (Quick, sharp.) Shhlhb.
PALMER. (Continuing) ... And people are running — paper is
falling everywhere — like the Yankees had won it again, like there'd
been a parade ... and I dont know what to do, so T hold that pass-
port up in the air — fo show it to someone, 1o make someone sce.
(Beat.) But no one's watching, (Palmer reaches oiit bis hand ... ) No
one at all. (... And Ray gives him back his watch. Silence.)
RAY. And next time you bent down, I suppose you found, whar?:
maybe the Lindbergh baby wearing O.J.’s bloody clothes! — I
mean, hey fella, you were on a ROLL!
PALMER. [ putitin my pocker. Wallked away. Larer, I gave it back
to them.
RAY. To the authoricdes?
PALMER. Yeah.
ADAM. (Enjoying this.) How about thar, Ray?
RAY. You gave it back to them?
PALMER. Right.
RAY. Meaning they had given it to you in the first place?
PALMER. I placed it there, on the ground — like I was told. Kicked
some dirt on it. Then I reached down ... and found ic. (Palimer fin-
ishes bis beer, Ray is staring at him, intensly,)
RAY. Jfesus — 1 really want to believe you! I possess an enormous
capacity for belief — bur sakes-alive, buddy, you are off the grid now —
JANET. (76 Pafmer.) Who were you with?
RAY. (Laughing.) He's not with anybody! He's delusional! —
JANET, I want to know this —
RAY. (Overlapping,) — He's all CANDLES and NO CAKE!
PALMER. What do I owe you!

. Six-fifty. (Palmer puts money on the counter, then starts Jo

o0

Enjaying bimself) Oh, cmon fella, don’ leave! s#¥0ve nothin’
Mg _big lie! T was all the time shoutin ge#Doris: “I want the
lies” And shedsqout back: (4 [z A Few Ged Men.) “YOU CAN'T
HANDLE THE LIS And then wpdTaugh our asses right our of our
pants! (— But Palmer is oge et is staring intently at Ray)
JANET. Where's this pa#Spods
gefioned againt™{pnd you, this is the only exisz-
ing piece of eyjaface thar places one of thegamed hijackers on one

ommandeered flights —
that “New
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JANET. Cheers. (/1
ADAM. (On phone.) Towg
torn us down yet. (Adam haMmy
RAY. So: I want to know every@&hing about the wedding, Will
there be an ice sculprurel S#fne lirtle Megmaid with punch flowin’
over her titties?

RAY. Shes doin’ great — best ex a man could have. I happen to
know she’s very happy with her new — well, whar would you call
it? — Her new ...

ADAM. Mare? Husband?

JANET. Partner? ... Wife,
ADAM. She has a new wife? l
RAY. No, I believe this is her first. The firsc wife she’s had.

JANET. Ray, you never said anyrthing —

. , § RAY. Anyway, they're very happy and they found = state thar would

ive 'em a license and they ldssed and ate cake and went off snorkel-
ing in Cabo — and so now they are wife and wife and I personally
chink it is just downright friggin’ peachy. (And row Ray is instantly
back on bis cell phone. Into phone.) AM T ON? Okay, good. First of
all, the question is nort, “Was the election rigged?” — The question
is, “Who RIGGED IT?" — Who was behind all those hanging
“chads” and all that Floridian hysteria? Who was it thar managed ro
keep the sainted Al Gore out of the White House? Well, it was obvi-
ously the OIL MEN. They clearly rigged the election — not to put
Bush in the White House, bur to pur Saint Gore on the road
roward his Nobel Prize and the Most Convenient Truth imagina-
ble: scaring the people into “saving the planer!” Big Oil has hypno-
tized the American consumer into thinking that 1hey alone can save
the melting ice caps by recycling their tuna cans and making their
kids wear hemp! It's outrageous and it's ingenious — (And row Ray
is beaded toward the bathroom — ) because the moment the “aver-
age person” thinks they can “make a difference,” at thar moment
Big Qil is always off the hook! So — (Until, still talking on the phone,
pe yaug £
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