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58 PERFECT ARRANGEMENT

_BOB. Well, due to the sheer volumne of concerns being
filed, it can take some time, sir. A
g . You told me we were in a two-day turnagdtnd.
BOB. 5 average. Some cases require more ing@fry than
othersiy, ‘
THEODORE. G

L course, Martindale. I'm p€ questioning
your cffort#:lhey've been top dffiwer for years,
I wouldn't expeog ylhinglcssf { you now.

BOB. Thank you, sir I likcly active investigation,
what's the fellow's n:

THEODORE. Dale Ramsc).
concern on -

BOB. Barbara Grant.

N

e : in Translation. Filed a

ofir, we'll be'® psing that out in the
morning, just waiiing on an affidavibippears Ramscy's

abitofash . Miss Grant rebuf %d an advance,
and he's addst sore over the whole lhi Wounded

pride, ny ing more.

EODQBE. We brought Mrs. Grant home from o
opdhis, did we not?

OB Yes sir. And her passport was {lagged. But as 1 said,

there's nothing here to pursue,

THEODORE. Ycs, | heard you. Have you reinstated her

mpon?

- 5

THEODORE. You don’t have the file here. do you? The
complaint? The travel records?

BOB, No sir. | never allow confidental documents out of
the office.

THEODORE. And that's what's unsettling. See, | told Ramsey
that I'd personally look into his complaint, and | asked
Mrs. Baxter to pull the paperwork. She couldn't locate
it. 1 suggested it might have been misfiled in General
Personnel, but it wasn't there either.

BOB. That is odd, sir. But with all the documents we
process, some things are bound to fall through the
cracks. That's why we file in triplicate -
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THEODORE. Ramiscy's concern on Barbara Grant was not in
Grant’s file, Ramscy's file, or in pending investigations.
And her passport is no longer {lagged. There are only
three people who would have security clearance to
make that happen. One of them is me. Who are the
others?

BOB. Mysclf and Mrs. Baxier.

THEODORE. Correct.

BOB. This is the first I've heard of this, sir.

THEODORE. I'm sure it is, Martindale. It's quite clear your
secretary has become involved in subversive behavior.

BOB. Norma? Sir, she's been with me for nearly five years.
I would put my own reputation on the line for -

THEODORE. I've seen these things before, son. It's not
uncommon when you give a woman responsibility -
emotions eventually interfere. Mrs. Grant knows Mrs.
Baxter socially, they just went to the opera with Kiuy
the other night.

BOR. Yes sir, Millic mentioned iu

THEODORE. My assumption is that Mrs. Baxter is merely
trying 1o protect her friends, which is admirable
in the abstract, but in doing so she's saying she's a
more efficient judge of character than the US, State
Department.

BOB. | understand completely, Mr. Sunderson. 1 will speak
with her tomorrow -

THEODORE. I'm sure you understand why we can’t have
your secretary working on these matters in the [uture.
She's proven she struggles with impartiality. Ramsay
says there are other concerns which may have gone
unheard. We don’t know how much damage has been
done.

BOB. I'm certain if you allow me to discuss the matter -

THEODORE., There are many other areas where
Mrs. Baxter's talents can be put to use, Martindale.
George Davenport’s in need of an experienced gird
n his office. And he’s basic level clearance, just travel
arrangements and such.
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BOB. Sir, if | may -

THEODORE. No, you may not. The decision has been made.
BOB, Of course, Norma will understand.

THEODORE. Absolutely. We'll of course take her husband

into consideration, give them plenty of time to get
settled,

BOB. Settled, sir?

THEODORE. In New York. George Davenport's based out of
Manhatian.

BOB. Manhattan? You're going to send Jim and Norma out
of town? But, Jim’s a teacher, sir, he can't -

THEODORE. It's May, perfect time to secure employment
for the fall.

BOB. Mr. Sunderson, 1 don't mean to belabor the point,
but -

THEODORE. Bob. Norma Baxter deliberately sabotaged a
government investigation. If it were anyone but your
sccretary, she wouldn't be going to New York, she
would be going 1o jail. Can you appreciate that fact?

BOB. Yes sir. Thank you, sir.

bags)

rson, how's Kitty?
QFORE. Running me into the poor house th
that new hat shop you girls introduced her to.




