
Character: Dutch because: The Dutch have a

wonderfully bureaucratic streak in them (or so

I'm told). Tirey also tend to have a facility for

other European ianguages, attd l've known more

il-rur-, ur-t. pàrtun from tñe Netherlands who had

remarkabie English, with a nearly imperce-ptible

accent. Point is, the accent should be very light'

and the actor should pay more attention tcr

developing the "idio\ecL", meaning "an

individua/s unique way of speaking"'

Like the set, the character should imperceptibly

transform over the evening'

One last note: Tt lE LteReRt¡x's narrative is

written, generally, in the past tense' However'

the less the narrative is aótually presented in the

past tense, the better. Immediaql,.I Lhink, is key to

gi.rit'rg this plav some theatrical life' As TUE

i,tnnnnl¿.n narrates how he fc¡r-rnd a ciaim ticket in

the Baedeker's, foï instance, he can "find" the

claim ticket all over again.

Without sacrificing pacing, of course, the goal

is to make TH¡ LIBRARIAN's sa€la, in the end,

nothing like a lectuLe, but rather, something tl-rat

is happenitrg lrow'

(Stage contøins ø chøir [u.thiclt sltould neoer bc used

for sittfugl, a lørge chøllcboørd Ito be ttsed nt director's
discrctionl. T'lrcre is nlso n bøttered screen for showing
slides, the slide projector to be operøted by the actor.

A røther old ønd disheueled mnt in decrepit sttit sluffLes
onto the støge cørrying ø høttet'ed. stLitcase full of scrøps.

The suitcase,lnce opey møy haue aørious home.møde

contriuønces to displøy the "eaidences,"

([Perhøps, oaer the coLn'se of the pløy., he øiso lceeps

certøin euidences in his poclcets, with euiden.ce tngs

d.nngling out,l He. utenTs n dnte stømper tícd ruith string
arotmd his neclc.)

LISRRRLAN: So. Right. We'll proceed. I have only
one night for this. I would like to have more, oh
yes, but due to the extortionary rates demanded
by the proprietors of this auditorir-rm...I have only
one night for this. Still. We'li proceed. (FIe poit'tts
significnntly to stLitcnsc"he høs set dou.tn,) IJox of
scraps. Significøttt scraps. Or rathel...tlrr:y'rer al1

I havc...to prlac a life.... To provc onc [ifc...and
justify another...and if you're thinking "that's ar

tall order for a box of scraps," well just you waiL,
(Witlt otninous significnnce) TTrey're not jusi scraps.
(Announcing) An Intpressiae Presentntion of I-oaely
Euidmces. Hold on to your hats, gentlemen.
Bonnets, ladies. (SrLddcttly renlizittþ) Hold on,.,
(Scanrúrtg seøts) ...is this all there is? (Dt:spni'r nnd



I JN I)tJI<NIJA]'I.I'I'I Iti I,I NT tiI,

indignntiotr) I dctn't know what moÍe'l can do!

I put up si¡;ns, I did, on tire poles, "Itnpressive
Presentation!" but as soon as I turn my back,
they're plasLered over! With other signsl And
mine were nicet. And important. And tomorrow,
I'11 [re gone.... (Ponderittg it ott tt lnore personnl leueL-)
...in no time at all...I'11 be gone.'.. (tsrlt ptrlls himself
out of ít)...Stiil. We'll ¡rroceed.

I am...a librarian. From Ì-Ioofddorp, that's I-Iolland'
Or rather, I was, before I was fired. Or rather,
I retired. Against my wi1l. Without my pension.
Or rather, that's none of your business. Or rather,
it willbe, but not yet. My special duty fol more
than many years being to check in the books
that came in overnight through the overnight slot.
In the back of every book, yoll see, there's a little
envelope, and in this little envelope, there's a little
card, anci on that little card...tlrc little døtc the boolc is

du:.

(I-lolds rLp stnmpet') This is my stamper. Oh yes,
I wasn't letting them keep this. [t's lovely- lt
contains every date there ever was. Yott don't
believe me? (Closes eyes, fiddles roith støntper dinls)
"August '27,1883," ...there, that's lhe date Mount
I'elboewalen expiodes in Krakatoa, thiriy-six
thousaud people perish turder tlie ash. 1t's all in
lrerel All thr: trials and joys of history. (Closes et1es,

ficldIes witlL dinls) "January 25,197I" ...oh, January
25,797I...Helen...Shattock is waiking her dog in
Dayton, Ohio when a Írozenblock of urine from
the lavatory of a Pan Am jet, falls, and hits her on
tlre head, killing her instantly. Mind you, (Fiddles

with stantp,JT') same date, "7836" , Cetewayo, I(ing of

Lìlon ller'¡:;cr

lhe Zulus, is born! Oh yes, this stamper contains
every birth in this room, not just Cetewayo's.
And death. Yes, our deaths too...somewhele...
My death is in here...somewhere...I just don't
know...where.... Still. Gives yolr a bit of respect
for it, doesn't it. llhe stamper.

So. Yes. So, each and every dayl woke up, took
tlre bus, r1o,l1o wiÍe, no children,I lived alone,
got to the bibliotheque, put my labeled lunch in
the employees icebox, gave a but-just-perceptible
nod to Brody van Brummelen, works in reference
fine fellow I'm sure except that I'm sure that
he's not and always angling for that acc¡-risitions
position that by all rights is mine,I'm lhe next
in line! ...em, arrived at my desk, yes that's next,
quieted the patrons, "ssh" and advanced the date
on my little stamper...one notch.

Now listen, the overnight slot is strictly for those
books not ouerdue.But we checke{ any.way. That
was my job. To check. Now and then you'd find
a book a day or two overdue. Sometimes a week.
Once, a book was returned, in the slot mincl you,
three months overdue--well we got ovel it, but
we weren't amused. And neither was the violator
when he saw the fine ho ho. Still. We'll proceed.

C)ne morning... (He ntrites "'LgB6" on the chsllcbonrd.)

...one fine and miserable and typical morning,
nothing to give an inkling of what was to come---
(Sigrrificøntly) I [ottnd t]ris book in the pile.
(He tølces out n bnttere.d boolc ft'om the box rttith ø

tcrg øttnched lo it lnbeled "Eaidence 117".) We'Il label
it Eveydence #1. It is a Baedeker's travel guide,
in deplor:able condition. Well,I was jusL abor,rt kr
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